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Former Ocean Springs coach to be inducted 


By RAINES RUSHIN 
Sports Editor 

~ For the rest of the world, 1963 was a 
tumultuous time. 

The war in Viet Nam was escalating, 
inflation was tising and John F. Kennedy 
had been assasinated. The whirlwind of 
global change was affecting the four cor- 
ners of the Earth. 

Even in the small town of Ocean 
Springs, changes were being felt. 

A new head coach had been named for 
the football team and the buzz around 
town was that the old coach had been to 
tough on the kids and they were bringing 
someone in to replace the iron-tough 
‘Shannon Suarez as head coach of the 
Ocean Springs Greyhounds. 

The new coach was a young man, one 
‘that people in town hoped would be gen- 
tler on the youth. His name was Hugh L. 

., Pepper. 


Suarez moved on to Sulphur’ Hig. 


School in Sulphur, Louisiana, way down 
on the bayou in south LA. 

“He was cut from the mold of Bear 
Bryant,” 
Seymour of Ocean Springs. “He truly 
believed that you had to pay the price to 
play. to be succesful in sports and the 
game of life.” 

Former All-Conference Fullback Frank 
Galle had good things to say about his for- 
mer coach. Galle was a Junior when 
Suarez left. 

“He was good football coach but he 
was hard,” Galle said “He did the basics - 
just hard nosed football. He was good to 
the kids and most of the kids who played 
for him got a lot of respect. He was good 
for the Ocean Springs School system in 
sports. All he knew was football. They 
could have dropped a bomb on New York 


- and he wouldn’t have known it. You just 
_-had to be really tough to play. ; ; 
__ Suarez moved on to Sulphur and took. : 


said former player Milton 


the reins of the Sulphur Golden Tors in 
the spring of 1966. His first year, he went 
6-5 and garnered a district championship, 
the first for the Tors in many years. 
according to Sulphur High School's ath- 
letic archives. 


Suarez went on to ammass a 144-47-4 


record up until his retirement in 1983. 


- This record included ten district champi- | 


onships and one district runner-up finish 
as well as a state-runner up season. The 
Tors entered the state championship finals 
first in 1966 where Suarez was downed 
by, soon to be nemesis, Ruston who went 
on to become state champs. 

Suarez lost in the state championships 
in 68, 70, 71, 72, 75, 76, and 1982 when 
Ruston again defeated Sulphur for the 
title. 

Although never a state champion, 
Suarez pulled together a formidable team 


. » See SUAREZ on page 16 


a Continued from page 15 


“in all of his 17 seasons with 
Sulphur. Only two seasons, 1969 
“when he was 4-6 and 1980 when he 
was 5-5, did Suphur suffer a losing 


season under Suarez. In the other 
15 seasons, he never finished the 


" year with less than a 7-3 record. 


“He was tough,” Seymour 
added. “They got rid of him 
because he was too tough on play- 
ers but we loved him. All of us that 
played for him loved him because 
we thrived on the discipline. He 
was tough, though.” 

Seymour said the politics that 
still affect Ocean Springs today 


were in full swing in the early 60’s. 


when Suarez was fired due to dis- 


. agreements with teachers and _ 


administrators. 
For his outstanding achieve- 


mant Guineas tc haing inductad intn 


Shannon Suarez 


Association-Louisiana Coach 
Association Hall of Fame 
January of 1996. 

“It’s funny how I’m getti 
credit for what someone else (1 
players) did,” Suarez said. “Bu 
guess if I get all the blame wk 
something goes wrong, I gues 
can get some of the credit.” 

“I believe there are differ« 
kinds of coaches. When I startec 
wanted to be a coach that make 
differenece. I taught my play: 
football but I also gave them thir 
to carry them trough their life.” 

In addition to his achieveme 
as Football coach, his golf te 
recorded 10 district titles, 
regional titles, and three Sta 
Runner-Up finishes. 

. Suarez is currently a substit 
teacher for Sulphur High and c 
Golden Tor games on KEZM 1 


121n 
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ane NUUE OF opaut fave 


- us our prasts and the Bay 


gave us our bread.” 


The king of Spain gave to 
the Suarez family what would 
be considered today as 
Mobile, Baldwin, Fiscambia, 
Santa Rosa, and Okaloosa 
counttes. The three brothers, 
Jose, Emanuel and Francisco, 
landed near St. Joseph, St. 
Andrew, Florida; br: 1650, It ts 
betieved that the brothers are 
burled in the old Spanish 
cemetery ot [illan. The little 
cemetery had been “rifled” 
by the curfous, since it was 
learned that the “pirate” 
Ernanuvel Suarez had died and 
not dispensed his estate. 

They were farmers and 
cattiemen when they came 
here, $0 they migrated to the 
Perdido area, where there 
was more grass for cattle to 
grate. Before a Spanish grant 
was made by the king, there 
had to be certain stipwlations 
met...three successive good 
crops and all of the family 
Catholic. This was arranged 
by the priests here, and in 
time, they were holders of 
grants. 

The Suaret trio were given 
a grant of 640 acres ench. The 
old Spanish eemelFcy at 
Lian (s believed to have 
been set aside for that purpose 
by one al the original brothers. 
Approximately one hundred 
gtaves arm in the cemetery, 
but many of them, which were 
marked with wooden mark- 
ers, are now unmarked. A 
descendant of the original 
fanvilies had placed the closing 
words to Fred M. Scott's 
poem, “The Finding of 
Perdido.” The poem reads... 
“the King of Spain gave us our 
grants end the bay gave us our 
bread.’ Perdido Bay was 
named “Lost Bay” by a party 
of Spanish explorers, whose 
leader was Ponce de Leon, 
tradition has it. 


Perdido Bay use to be fresh 
water untll early settlers 
decided they would rather 
take there boats out Into the 
Gulf. They cut an opening just 
large enough to tnke their 
boats through the slit. That silt 
today Is known as Alabama 
Point. 


Around the time the United 
States acquired ttle to this 
territory, the  Resmondo, 
Tovart, D'Olive, “Cook, 
Greenwood and other old 
families, whose descendants 
are plentiful In Baldwin and 
Escambta counties, began 
conquering the wilderness 
along Perdido's shores. About 
this tlme, the country was weil 
stocked with game and the 
bay and streams with fish, the 
pine forest was untouched by 
the ax 

‘The early settlers recognlz- 
ed the opportunity for cuttle 
raising anit made their money 
crop omarketlng = beef In 
Pensacola and tater at the 
navy yard In Warrington. tn 
1840-50, the annual spring 
cattle roundup employed 30-40 


men and horses for one or two 
weeks In the territory from 
Bon Secour to Blackwater. 


Later, during the War 
Between the States, Federal 
troops came through the area 
and the herds of cattle were 
depleted, buildings were 
burned, the fleld labor 
disappesred. Troops camped 
along what was later to be 
called Solifer's Creek. In the 
1820's, several orange groves 
were started along the area 


_ where It was hoped the bay 


would keep away the frost, but 
they were destroyed In the 
freezes of ‘85 and ‘69, 


Henrietta Lenora Reeder- 
Enterkin-Suarer was the post 
office mistress of Seminole, 
Alabama, from 1885-1892 with 
the post office in her home. 
Jesse Reeder was the first 
misstonary in the Reorganized 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints. 

Joseph Suarez owned a 
5001 re farm one-half mile 
east of the Catholic C1. ch In 
Elberta, he pave work to 


- many persons, He was the son 


of Jose Suarez, They Ilved 
plantation style and Mary Ann 
Saftron-Bradley-Suarez never 
wore anything but crinoline. 
She was born In Rerdeaus, 
France, and was orphaned at 
seven years old. She was 
adopted by the family of John 
Bradley, whocamel. e when 
she was 1) years old, 


They soon found there were 


taxes to pay. Joseph Suarez ° 


had to sell 999 acres of land for 
$64 for taxes to pay on & 
fertilizer bill he owed Swift 
and Company. It was sold toa 
R. Leon Jones. 


Joseph Suarez’, who Is 
buried in the old Spanish 
cemetery at Lilllan, father 


Suarez Family 


waskilled atsea in astormoff-- - - 


the coast of Loulsiana. Along 
with him most records of the 
early settlements were taken, 
according to Dolph Suarez, a 
direct descendent of Joseph. 


Joseph Suarez was believed 
to have been born in Havana, 
Cuba, before they made their 
excursion to the new tands. 


“Wiliam Thomas Kee, an 


Alabama postmaster, decided 
fo name the community in 


which he lived for his | 


daughter, Lilian. The year 


“was around 1880. [illian Kee, 


who tater became Mrs. 
Charles B. Mitchell, died not 
muny years ago in Pensacola 
atthe age of 91.) - 


fn 1990, a new reinforced 
concrete toll bridge was built 
and by 1943, when Alabania 
hought half the bridje, the toll 
wns removed, 


“Thus was Perdida settled, 
on its shores each built his 
shed, end the king of Spain 
Fiveus our Rrants and the bay 
gave us our bread.""~Fred M.- 
Scott, . 


Jaseple Suares 


Photos by Kod Daren 
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